AA-796 1937
SMALL ARMS STORAGE

U.S5. COAST GUARD YARD

CURTIS BAY

Public (Restricted)

Building No. 72, Small Arms Storage, was erected in 1937
at the Coast Guard Yard at Curtis Bay as an adjunct to the armory
uses of Building No. 70. It is a small (approximately 29 x 20 feet)
structure of steel and concrete veneered with brick, and consists
of two storage rooms for weapons and explosives containment. Its
presence on the Yard is significant in that it reflects the function
of the Yard during war times as a national defense facility.
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A group of five administrative and personnel support buildings were
built on the Yard between 1935-1942 as part of a modernization effort prior
to World War II. Four of the buildings are steel and concrete constructions
with brick veneer executed in traditional styles favored dirring those years
for government buildings. The fifth and earliest of the group is a small frame
cottage used as officers' residence until its conversion to educational
uses. These buildings are:

Yard Building No. Survey No.

70 AA- 795
72 AA- 796
1 AA-797
33 AA- 798
14 AA- 799
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Building No. 72, the Small Arms Storage Building, is an adjunct to
Building No. 70, and is one of four steel concrete and brick buildings
built 1937-1942 to house administrative and personnel support functions.
The presence on the Yard of a weapons and explosives storage facility
indicates the significance of the Yard as a national defense facility

during war times.
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No. 7 DESCRIPTION (continued)

Erected in 1937, Building No. 72, Small Arms Storage, is a
support structure to the functions of No. 70. It is a small steel-
framed concrete structure, approximately 10 x 15 feet, with brick
veneer executed in common bond, with flat roof and cement slab
floor. The entrance is on the north facade, which is 5 bays wide.
At ground level, the tall cement basement extends northward 6
feet to form a loading dock, elevated from the ground by flights
of cement steps running parallel to the front facade at hoth east
and west ends. A cement slab overhang protects the loading dock,
In the center bay are double metal doors with metal bolts. The
side bays contain no windows, but have two slightly recessed
(about one half inch) rectangular niches flanking each side of the
doorway. Slightly projecting buttresses, also of brick with cement
caps, delineate the ends of the facade. The east, west, and south
facades are also windowless, with the same ornamental niches as on
the front facade, 5 on the south wall and 3 each on the east and
west walls, Cement capped buttresses mark the ends of the facades.
Grid-like openings in the brickwork at the tops of all four facades
allow for interior ventilation.
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